II
MY FAMILY
I WAS born on May 25, 1889, in Kiev, situated in
south-western Russia* I was the youngest in a
family that already had three daughters and one son.
My father was at that time a professor of psychology
in the St. Vladimir University of Kiev, where he him-
self studied medicine and was graduated in 1869. His
father was a clergyman with a large family, six sons
and six daughters. My father had from his early years
a pronounced interest in learning. He seldom partici-
pated in games with other children, preferring to take
a book and find a quiet place for reading. Often the
desired privacy was gained by climbing to the bell
tower of the village church, where his father was the
clergyman,
He was outstanding in his studies in his early years
of school, later in the seminary, and finally in the
University. After his graduation, he continued his
studies and scientific work during all his life. He
had chosen one of the most difficult and mysterious
branches of medicine, psychology and mental diseases.
As the years went by, he became a well recognized
authority in this branch of medical science. He
possessed remarkable ability to control and pacify an
insane patient. Time and time again he was successful
in treating cases which were considered difficult and